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HIGH SCHOOL CAMPAIGN 
Mayor Potencial has been working hard over the years to
fundraise to build a high school in the small rural village of El
Rodeito. Currently, there exists only a primary school, and the
nearest high school is over an hour and a half walk away
through the rocky and steep mountains of Honduras. Because
of the difficulty to access a higher education, many students do
not have the opportunity to go to high school and thus are not
able to achieve their greatest potential.
 
Recently, we partnered with Father Daniel at Holy Cross, All
Saints, and St. Anthony's, as well as with Pastor Archie Smith
with Lapeer Christian Church and with  Pastor Wade at the
McGraw United Methodist Church. Together we have 
raised $10,131 as of 7/20/2019, which is 37% of our overall goal.
 
We still have a long way to go, but we are are already making a
HUGE difference. The 35 children that already completed the
6th grade are now back - and some of them have been out of
school for almost five years! Thanks to our commitment to
building the walls and roof  of the High School by Feb 2020, the
local government has provided one part-time teacher and they
meet every Wednesday at the local church. Once we build the
High School, the government will provide one teacher per
classroom. There will be multiple grades in each classroom,
just like in the Primary School.
 
 

Building

Schools -

Empowering

Students

"Together we have

raised $10,131.. we

still have a long

way to go but we

are already

making a HUGE

difference."
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 DENTISTRY AND MEDICINE
For the 2nd year in a row, we worked together with Cape Cares and their partners to
provide dental care for the community of El Rodeito and nearby areas. The dental clinic
was set up at the current Elementary School, Ramon Rosa, in El Rodeito. The team used
all three classrooms to provide care, and completed extractions and dental cleanings.
They spent three days in El Rodeito.
 
The medical brigade was set up in Los Encinitos, which is about ninety minutes from El
Rodeito. While there, the team treated and provided care for Hondurans from 44
surrounding villages. They served 707 patients in four days. Here are some stats: 172
children- under 14 years old, 308 females- over 14 years old, and 305 male- over 14 years
old.  (Feb 2019)   
 
 



ABOUT ARNOL VALLE 
Arnol Valle was diagnosed with
Rhabdomyosarcoma, the most common form
of pediatric soft tissue sarcoma, when he was
14 . Rhabdomyosarcoma has a 70% cure rate,
 and Arnol went into remission until he was 18.
At that time the cancer was discovered to have
returned and spread to his brain. 
 
We worked with Arnol,  his family and
Memorial Sloan-Kettering’s Bobst Center to get
Arnol a visa to come to the United States to be
seen at MSK. His visa was denied. We applied
again for a visa for Arnol, this time contacting
the offices of Rep. Tom Reed and Sen. Chuck
Schumer for assistance. While waiting for the
2nd US visa interview to be scheduled by the
embassy, Arnol and his mother travelled to
Peru to seek alternative treatment. On May 12,
this year, Arnol died there.
 
 
 
 

This picture is of a Cape Cares physician and

a Mayor Potencial team member, visiting

Arnol and his mother before they left for Peru.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ARNOL
Our dear friend Arnol Isaac Hernandez Valle
passed away Sunday, May 12th in Peru
surrounded by his mother, neighbors and
friends after he traveled from rural El Rodeito,
Honduras to Tarapoto, Peru to receive
treatment for cancer back in March 1st. Mayor
Potencial was fundraising to cover the cost of
Arnol's treatments and their stay in Peru, and
generous donations have made it possible to
bring him home to Honduras. Now we just need
about $1,400 more to pay outstanding medical
bills and funeral expenses. To donate, please
visit our GoFundMe page named "Action for
Arnol". You can find the link on our Donate
Page in ww.mayorpotencial.org/donate
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TRIPS AND RESEARCH
Last summer, a group of Cornell students
went to El Rodeito to survey the
community about important topics like
health, nutrition, food insecurity and
water quality. The students conducted
household surveys with over 60 houses,
and the data that they  collected sets a
precedent for future research in the area.
Currently, Mayor Potencial is working
with a team from Boston University's
School of Public Health in collaboration
with medical staff from Cape Cares to
analyze the data, with the hopes of
writing a research paper to spread
awareness of and to garner further
support for the needs of the community.
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PARTNERSHIPS & OUTREACH
Our team of volunteers has participated in many tabling events and craft shows. We

partnered with SoapMamaLamb to develop soaps as a fundraiser for our projects. We look
forward to continuing to raise awareness about the challenges in rural communities in
Honduras as well as to continue to develop and foster new connections to further our

mission.  
 
 
 
 



Partnership with Catholic Charities in Ithaca, Ithaca Pregnancy Center and
Fingerlakes Reuse:
This year we partnered with Catholic Charities, Ithaca Pregnancy Center and
Fingerlakes Reuse to collect some gently used clothing for communities in rural
Honduras.  Our team sorts and organizes the clothing, and we  will donate the items
that are not needed in Honduras due to the weather to the Marathon School Fund,
Rescue Mission, Catholic Charities and other local non-profits. The biggest need in
rural Honduras are children's clothing and linens for the families in these villages. We
are trying to concentrate our efforts on those items.
 
Outreach:
Moira Scheuring and Nancy Bell are reaching out to groups and coordinating with
them for opportunities to speak and share about our work. We are currently working
on a grant application with the Dryden Rotary Club!  More to come in the next few
months.
 
The student club at Cornell University helps raise awareness, promotes our mission
trips, and shares the work Mayor Potencial is doing. We were able to participate in
their culture fest event this April. 
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Mayor Potencial is continuosly expanding to meet the
many needs of the community that we serve. The
following is a list of upcoming projects, so stay tuned
for all the exciting things we have planned!
 

Project Raíces, Árboles y Educacíon (Roots, Trees
and Education) begins with an agroforestry plan to
plant fruit trees around the only water source in the
community providing additional sources of fruit
and vitamins for the village. The trees will also
diversify the agriculture and help to prevent
erosion around the small water source. In addition,
there will be an educational component on the
harmful effects of pesticide use and its link to
cancer. 
Uniform Campaign for 13 students in the primary
school who need school uniforms - about $30 per
student 
Campaign to raise money to supply food for the
students in the high school ($127 per month)
Continued fundraising for the Build a High School
Campaign, currently at about 37% of total goal of
$27,130. Reaching $15,000 will be sufficient to build
the foundation, walls and a roof, so that is our next
major milestone to reach!
Continuing the partnership with Cape CARES to
bring medical and dental care to El Rodieto. Also,
the Vamos Juntos referral program, which is a
partnership between Cape CARES and Boston
Children’s Hospital to help refer individuals to
specialized medical services in Tegucigalpa when
needed, including assistance to make the
appointment, receive care and travel assistance. 
Completion and launch of our new website!

UPCOMING PROJECTS
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MEET THE TEAM!
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Nancy Bell - Founder and President
Allison Liang - Chief Development Officer
Khanh Phuong Tong - Chief Operating Officer
Norman Matos - Marketing Manager and Treasurer
Helena Wu - Fundraising and Alumni Engagement Coordinator
Liam Martin - Lead Architect
Moira Scheuring - Outreach Coordinator
Andrea Lamb - Social Media Coordinator
Krystin Chiellini - Trips and Research Coordinator
Sarah Yim  - Twitter Specialist
Ben Komor - Content Creator

DONATE
Thank you so much for your support! Just a
reminder that Mayor Potencial is a certified
501(c)(3) organization, all donations are tax
deductable and because we're completely

volunteer-based, 100% of your support goes
directly to the communities we’re serving.

You can donate online at
:www.mayorpotencial.org 

 
Mail Checks:
P.O. Box 102 

Marathon NY 13803
 

Contact us for questions or for more details:
Phone: 607-745-2632

Email: mayorpotencial@cornell.edu
or NancyFL682@gmail.com
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